The estimated incidences in newborns for mild bilateral hearing loss range from 0.36 to 1.30 (per 1,000) and from 0.8 to 2.7 (per 1,000) for unilateral hearing loss. [17] [18] [19] [20] Prevalence estimates in school-aged children range from 10 to 15 (per 1,000) for mild bilateral hearing loss and 30 to 56 (per 1,000) for unilateral hearing loss.
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Several studies have suggested that 1 out of every 2 to 3 school-aged children with mild degrees of bilateral hearing loss or unilateral hearing loss have academic, social, and behavioral difficulties. [3] [4] [5] [6] [7] [8] [9] [10] [11] [12] [13] 15 At least some infants and preschoolers with these types of hearing loss already experience delays in language development. 22 Some evidence suggests that children with any type and degree of hearing loss are at increased risk for developmental delays, particularly when the hearing loss is identified and treated after approximately 6 months of age. 14, 16 It is currently estimated that 90% of infants born in the United States are being screened for hearing loss, with the majority tested before discharge from the hospital. 17 However, for the most part, only infants with a PTA of greater than 35-40 dB HL are being identified in the newborn period. Based on existing school-aged children prevalence estimates, a substantial number of newborns with these lesser degrees of hearing loss are not being identified than would be expected. . 3, [17] [18] [19] [20] [21] 23 Because a subset of children with mild bilateral or unilateral hearing loss exhibit academic, social, and behavioral difficulties, [3] [4] [5] [6] [7] [8] [9] [10] [11] [12] [13] 15 it is particularly important that all infants and children who are identified with, or who have risk factors for such losses be monitored for speech and language delays, behavioral problems, and academic failure. Health care providers can offer important support for children and their families by encouraging parents to have their children's hearing, speech, language, behavior, and academic progress carefully monitored. Providers can also direct families with children identified with mild bilateral or unilateral hearing loss to support services in their areas and offer them information on this topic. Some Web resources for families are provided below. 
